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Honourable Bill Blair

Minister of Border Security and Organized Crime Reduction
House of Commons

Ottawa, ON

Canada K1A 0A6

November 16, 2018
Dear Minister Blair:

RE: Reducing violent crime: A dialogue on handguns and assault weapons

As Canada’s only public foundation for women and girls, the Canadian Women'’s
Foundation approaches reducing violent crime with a gender lens. Since 1991, we
have supported nearly 30,000 women and girls to move out of violence, out of poverty
and into confidence and invested more than $18 million in violence prevention
programs across Canada.

We invest in programs along a continuum of violence prevention and rebuilding lives,
including programs which build the community and capacity of organizations working
to end gender-based violence. Through our work, we’ve learned that ending domestic
violence creates safer communities for everyone: when mothers are safe, their
children are less likely to grow up experiencing violence in their own lives.

In Canadian households, the presence of firearms is the single greatest risk factor for
lethality of domestic violence. In the first eight months of 2018, 106 women and girls
were killed in Canada, primarily by men." On average, this means a woman or girl is
killed almost every other day in this country.

With online organizing by men involved in violent misogyny on the rise, it’s time to
move swiftly and surely to strong regulation of firearms in Canada to increase
protection for women and girls. For the Canadian Women’s Foundation, strong
regulation includes banning handguns and assault weapons.

Firearms figure prominently in violence against women. When firearms are present in
the home, women and their children are more likely to die.? With almost half of
femicide victims killed in their homes, women are at greatest risk where they should
feel safest. Shooting is the most common method of killing where cause of death is
documented, and Indigenous women and girls continue to be overrepresented in
violence against women.
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In Canada, shooting is now the most common means of homicide, and handguns
account for 58% of shooting homicides. 3“ For the third consecutive year, 2016 saw an
increase in both the number and rate of firearm-related homicides in Canada, the
highest rate since 2005.°

While the Canadian Women’s Foundation acknowledges that guns alone do not cause
violence, we also know that easy access to firearms elevates risk of harm, and of
lethal harm, in domestic violence, gang violence, and suicide.® All of these forms of
violence impact women.

Under current firearm regulations, the Ruger Mini-14, used in the mass femicide at
L’Ecole Polytechnique in Montreal on December 6, 1989, remains unregulated.
Handguns and assault weapons have no legitimate purpose in Canadian life: they are
not used in hunting by First Nations, Métis and Inuit people and other Canadians. ’
Assault weapons are used in mass killings and provide the capacity to carry out mass
killings.

Canada has the fourth highest rate of gun deaths among OECD countries and is one of
few developed countries to have loosened its gun laws in recent decades.?8
Industrialized countries with more guns have higher rates of firearms crime and gun-
related deaths. For Canada, the UK, Australia and the US, rates of homicide without
guns are fairly comparable, but rates of homicide with guns differ dramatically, based
on differences in firearm regulations. The UK, which banned handguns in 1996,
experienced only 27 gun murders in 2016. Statistics from the UK, Australia and Japan
show that strict gun control laws lead to dramatically lower gun homicide, crime and
death rates. ° 10 1

Along with the majority of Canadians, the Canadian Women’s Foundation supports a
ban on assault weapons and a ban on handguns, as part of our commitment to make
the lives of women and girls safer.'2 3

We thank you for the opportunity to bring our concerns to your attention and look
forward to the government’s next steps on reducing gun violence.

Sincerely,

Paulette Senior,
President and CEO
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