Keeping it Together
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LAURA WAITS To PICK UP No_MALLY THEY GET
Hee KIDS FRoM SCHOOL THEM SELVES HOME  BUT Jecery
HAS BEEN STIRRING (T UP LATELY,

LAURA'S AFRAID HE MIGHT SHow
UP HERE UNEKPECTEDLY,
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LAURA FEELS BROTH
INVISIBLE AND JUDGED RY
THE OTHER PARENTS.

™ SHE WANTS T0 BELONG TO

ol THIS WoRLD YET KNOWS SHE \.
4 DOESN'T. IN HER WORLD CHE )
ol | SAVED THE LUNCH LOONIES |
‘ T0 ESCAPE BECAUSE HER EY
. "CAFE 6UARDS" HER. SALARY
2 THE ONLY ONE OF THEIR
HOUSEHOLDS .
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EXPRESSIONLESS, WAITING
FACES ANIMATE (INTD J0Y
AND SUNSHINE AS THE
KIDS EXIT THE SCHOOL.

THE OTHER KIDS CLAMOE T

THE WARMING VEHICLES --MANY
ARE WEARING NEW B(OTS,
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| LAURA EXPLAINS THAT THEY'LL \
BE 1:10V/N& ONIGHT SO ‘PLEASE
THERE ISN'T THE FAINTEST TRACE , g%/gg SQCDTOH;JS MOMmA 15

OF DOUBT THAT THE omez Kps , A A

"TODAY 1S THE DAY WE
FINALLY LEAVE HIM,"
LAURA THINKS, SHE
HAS A TEMPORARY
PLACE LINED ({P.

LAURA HAS PACKED ALL THEIP
THINGS AND LEFT THEM IN THE
ALLEY, SHE PICksS UP A
MESSAGE FROM THE SOCIAL
WOBEER AT THE SHELTER WHO
(S HELPING HER PLAN
A SAFE EXIT,

LAUBA'S KIDS, KIELY (13) _’ /,,. ./o Iwmm 'ﬂ?i

AND TADA () SHUFFLE DOWN
THE STEPS WITH A QUIET,
LEARNED SHAME,,

. WITH HUNGRY
BELLIES AND
WONDERING
BPAINS.,.,

"WHAT WitL
THE ADULTS DO
T0DAY2"

FOB MONTHS, SHE'S BEEN LOOKING FOR A NEW PLACE FOR HER AND HER KIDS, Sh’E CAN f
FIND /Wyﬂ-l/NG THAT SHE CAN AFFORD OR ANYONE WHO 1S WILLING T0 RENT TP HER,
4 ' SINGLE MOTHER!
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KIELY LOOKS PAST HER PEFLECTION TO THE STREETS [=
OUTSIDE AS THE DAYS LAST LIGHT TYRNS 70 NIGHT
SHE WATCHES THE HOUSES STREAK BY IN A BLug,
WONDERING Hpw THINGS ARE IN THOSE HOMES .
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TINY TRIBUTARIES
TEETER-TOTTER WITH
THE JERKING AND HEAVING

OF THE BUS.

JADA- WATCHES THE WATER
DRIP OFF HIS BooT AND
COLLECT IN THE RUBBER
GROOVES IN THE FLOOP.
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I‘_ THEY TUMP OFF
AT THE PLALA TD

MEET A FRIEND.

LAURA'S FRIEND EPDPIE PROMISED
0 PAY HER #30 FOR A 375 BEST BUY
GIFT CARD THAT JERRY HAD

STOLEN A MONTH AGO. ‘COSI
i
it '
:" '
’%% i
AN /
= §\\~S : -
== J p > -
7 )| » -“‘ -
/ (/// )\\ W\ & (\/ SL-:* o

Barely Keeping it Together Prepared by Nick Craine for Sustainable Livelihoods Canada and the Canadian Women's Foundation, 2024 7



8 URDVER TTICRE | AFTER THREE YNSUCLESSFUL ATTEMTS T0 UPDATE
= — HER INFORMATION, LAURA SWITCHES HER PHONE
NOW) LAURA HA e N — e ‘ BACK T0 AIRPLANE MODE.
ENOUGH CASH FOR A > E— &

CoMBo FoR EACH - ‘

R WUORE MDA

==

IT'S B WIN-WIN AS LAUeA CAN GET

ONTD THE FREE WiFr NETWOEBK AND
ACCESS HER EMAIL . SHE'S BEEN WAITING &
Foe A MESSAGE FPOM THE SUBSIDIZED
HOUSING OFFICE AND HER LAWYER.

THE AUTDF IlL INTAKE FORMS FOE THE
HOUSING ARE A CHALLENGE , LAURA
HAS TO BESIART THE SESSION EVERY
TIME THE INTEBNET CONNECTION
I$ INTERBUPTED,

JADA, WHO 1S A PLAYFUL BDY, INVENTS A
GAME THWAT THE THREE OF THEM
PLAY For AWHILE, .

\\ . ~/ >,

HER LAWYER'S EMAIL INCLUDES A PEMINDER AROUT THE BILL THAT SHE CANNOT PAY, SHE MAKES A
BIT 700 MUCH TD BE ELIGIRLE FOR LEGAL AID. SHE'S WORKING ON FULL TIME CHILD CUSTODY.
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LAURA [ STAETED AS —

SHE SEES A FORM odr
THE WINDOW .

'DID HE FOLLOW U

2= HERE?" SHE WONDERS.
SHE FEELS PANIC
START 10 RISE,

l,' /“
(T Looks LIKE TERRY, ’

THE THOUGHT OF SFeiNG JEpRY TAKES HeR BACk T THE MEMORY OF A PAST

INCIDENT. (AURA LEFT THE KIDS WITH HIM SO SHE CouLb DO THE PARENT-
TEACHER INTERVIEW IN FIRST SEMESTER.

7
JERRY WAS USING HORE DRUSS A
AND ALCOHOL AND WAS EVEN F
MOE UNSTABLE THAN USUAL. =

A
K
AT THE PARENT-TEACHER INTERYIEW \

LAURA LEARNED THAT KIELY HAD REALLY
BEEN FALLING BEHIND. SHE'S MISSED
Tolo MAGoR. COMPONENTS OF HEER
CULMINATING PROJECT, AND HER CREDIT
MAY BE IN JEOPARDY,
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THE TEACHER OFFERED ADVICE
ABOUT PRIORITIZING KHELYS

EDUCATION AND OFFERS ( =

SUBGESTIONS ABOUT TIME %
MANAGEMENT,

Her FACE SHIFTED INTD A Laok

V)| 0Dy LANGUAGE,

OF CONCERN... ACTUALLY.. . MAKE
THAT PITY, SHE SEEMED TO GUARD
HER OWN PEACE WITH HER
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B THE TEACHER'S WORDS TROLLED BY LIKE THE T/&ZER 7* A
TAPE FEED AT THe BOTIOM OF 4 News C//ANN Tl

EL.
WANARNY A'/ M7
M-‘E

DUST SHIMMERED DOWN

FROM BETWEEN THE —y
FALOORBOARDS AS THE Lo
ADULTS DANCED 4

AND DRANE .

LAURA- FELT SMALLER
AND SMALLER AS 77/5
MINUTES PASS,

= /i

BACK AT THE HOUSE THE KIDS HID IN THE BASEMENT. JERRY INVITED SOME
FRIENDS OVER AND THINGS HAD QUICKLY GOTTEN OUT OF HAND.
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THEY COULD HEAR THE
LOUD MUSIC. THEY DON'T
UNDERSTAND WHAT'S
HAPPENING UP-

STAIRS . BUT THFY

KNOW (T'S SAFE #8S
HERE IN THE

BASEMENT.

WHY ISN'T HE LIKE

SOME OTHER DADS

THEY SEE SOME TIMES?
THE FURNACE AT LEAST,
KEPT THEM WARM.
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JeERY ESCALATED (Rooze
MIXED WITH COCAINE (S HIS
BREAKING FOINT) AND THE [
VoI CES GOT LOUDER, AND f*
THINGS CTARTED T) GET
OUT OF HAND,

THE NE(GHBORS CALLED
THE POLICE  THEY ABRIVED
AT THE SAME TIME

THAT LAURA CAME Home,

=

JERRY) HAS
PREVIOUS CRImINAL

CHARGES.,
W/—f
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THE KIDS HEARD THEIR
Mum’'S yoce [N THE
OISPUTE AS THE BLUE AND
Rep POLICE LIGHTS FLOOD
THE BASEMENT WINDOW.

LAURA TRIED HER BEST
70 DIFFUSE THE PAETY
AND DEFLECT ANOTHER

PoLice INTERVENTION

IF THE POLICE FILE ANOTHER BERDRT, SHE'S IN DANGER OF LOSING HER KIDS TO CHILDREN S
AID. JERRY’S VIOLENT BEHAVIOUR TOWARDS HER AND THE CHILDREN 1S ESCALATING.
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LAURA SNAPS OUT OF HEp MEMOEY . JADA (S USED 70 THE

¢ UNCERTAINTY Now AND
IT'S TIME FOR HER AND THE KIPS T

70 LEAVE THE MALL AND HEAD | ey 1S ERIGHTENED -
70 PICk uP THEIR THINGS. /ngE L I Z’li/ Al _/4//5;
WITH CHANGES AND
FEELS STRESSED
AlL THE TIME,

A LIGHT RAIN PEPPERS
THE SCENE AS THEY

CROSS THE TRACES.

THEY ALL WATCH THE DARKNESS SWALLOW UP THE NEL6HBOURHOOD AS THE TAX(
TAKES THEM TD THEIR New PLACE, AND A New SCHoOL.
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ANDY'S DISABILITY CHEQUE MAKES UP THE Berr52\
PART OF THE RENT. HE'S HOME ALOT BUT CAN'T EEALLY

THEY ABRIVE AT (AURA'S FIENDS, OET PP EENL. e M oy BTl v el
Beck AND ANDY'S APARTMENT, :

SHE's A6REED T0 LET THEM W
TAKE OVER THE SPABE Room 5
FOR A WHILE 5 IN EXCHANGE, \

LAURA wILL DO SOME CHILD -
CARE IN THE EVENINGS WHEN
BECK (S WORKING AT THE
AMAZON FULEILLMENT
CENTRE ON THE EDGE
OF TOWN,
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THE RAIN GETS STRONGER,
THE WET ACPHALT GLISTENING
WITH BEFLECTED LIGHT.
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LAURA MAKES SUPPER WHILE SHE TRIES T FlbURE
OUT How TO SAVE ENOUGH Fop HER LEGAL BiLc.
EVERYTHING COSTS SO MUCH THESE DAYS AND ALl
THESE CHANGES ADD MORE EXPENSES,

JADA IS EXCITED
BECAUSE THEY LIVE
CLOSE TD A DAIRY
QUEEN Now,
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LAURH DISAPPERRS UP THE STAIRCASE 7D GET AWAY FROM THE BEER. (ANDY ALWAYS Seems To HAVE ONE GOING.)

THI S STRANGE "SHORT END' FEATURE
OF THE BUILDING HAS ALWAYS Puyzz1ED

HER. THESE STHIRS LITERALLY LEAD
70 -- NOWHeERE

IN THIS QUIET MOMENT, LAUBA (S
SCARED AND OVER WHE(MED
THINKING OF ALL THAT SHE STiLL
HAS 7D DO...

PECISTER THE KIDS FrROM A NEW SCHaoL so THAT SERRY CAN T FIND THEM

CAU THE SOCIAL WORKEE 70 CHECK THE STATUS
AND SEE (F THEY HAVE BEEN PLACED ON THE
"HGH PRoRITY " HOUSING LISZ,

... HELP IIELY WITH HER SCHOOLWIRK TD AVOID
SUSPICION FPoM THE TEACHER.
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MEANWHILE SOMEWHERE ACROSS TOwWN. JERBY HAS TRIANGULATED LAURA'S NEW FACEBODF
IDENTITY AND CAN SEE THAT SHE 1S ONLINE ,
[7°S 1]:30 AND THE

KIpS HAVE SETTLED INTD 7 W \\\\1\\\\\ "THIS IS <O EASY
THEIR NEW PLACE, ™\

HE LAUBGHS,

LAURA (S EXHAUSTED ByT
PELIEVED THAT SHE AND
THE KIpS HAVE LANDED
/N A SAFE PLACE for Now,
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LAUEA JUMPS ONTD THE

WiF' AND 7AKES A Few

/‘Z/OMENT S 70 Sceou :

THROUGH CAT vIDEDS., 2 -

AND FACEROOKE UPPATES. , ot ) E HAUL PELTS THE TAR ROOF AND

METAL BALCONY RAILINGS. MAKING

4 STRANGE -TING-TING-TING - LIKE A
WET CABLE TAPPING A FLAGPOLE
IN THE WIND, 2 :
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